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This presentation

How did we get here?

UNDP & UNEP & Mining

The countries of the Western Balkans

Where to next?

Better practice

More capacity

More resources

More Legitimacy





Å Include:

Ground and surface water contamination 

from seepage from waste piles and tailings

Air quality issues e.g. dust

Soil contamination

Å In SEE a critical issue in the short to 

medium term is TMF stability

Å Most serious issue long term issue is 

acidic drainage and metal leaching

Results of ignoring good practice -

General



Why soil contamination?



Tailings dam with underflow culvert (Rreshen, Albania)



A DUST and HUMAN HEALTH problem becomes a mass 

tailings release (culvert failure under Sasa Mine Tailings Dam, 

Macedonia)
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